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CONSTRUCTION BEGINS 


The ground-breaking ceremony for the new National Li- 
brary of Medicine building was held on Jume 12 at Bethesda, 
Maryland. Dr. Champ Lyons, Chairman of the Board of Regents, 
presided, and the speakers were Dr. Arthur S. Flemming, Sec- 
retary of Health, Education, and Welfare; Representative 
Melvin R.Laird of Wisconsin; Senator Lister Hill of Alabama. 


Seated on the platform, in addition to the speakers and 
the members of the Board of Regents, were former Board mem- 
bers, members of the Armed Forces Medical Library Advisory 
Group, officers of the Friends of the Armed Forces Medical 
Library, and officers of the Association of Honorary Con- 
sultants to the Army Medical Library, as follows: Miss Janet 
Doe; Miss Mary Louise Marshall; Dr. Worth B. Daniels; Dr. 
Saul Jarcho; Dr. John F. Fulton; Dr. Chauncey D.Leake; Brig- 
adier General Joseph H. McNinch; Dr. Dan C. Ogle; Dr. Rich- 
ard H. Shryock; Dr. Austin Smith; Dr. Benjamin Spector; Dr. 
Robert M. Stecher; Dr. Henry R. Viets. The architects were 
represented by Mr. W. H. Kilham, Jr., and Dr. James A. Shan- 
non represented the National Institutes of Health. Captain 
William A. Silliphant attended for the Armed Forces Insti- 
tute of Pathology, which had been the Library's sister in- 

ea stitution for so great a part of its history. Miss Isabelle 

mI. Anderson, President of the Medical Library Association, 
and Mr. Emerson Greenaway, President of the American Library 
Association, represented their organizations. There were 
many distinguished guests from local and national medical 
societies and institutions in the audience, and congratula- 
tory messages received by the Library on this occasion be- 
tokened the interest of friends who could not be present. 


The general contractor, Arthur Venneri Company, received 
formal notice to proceed with construction from the Public 
Buildings Service on June 16, and excavation was begun on 
June 17. The contract provides for completion in 720 days, 
or by June 5, 1961. 
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MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION MEETING, 1959 


The 58th annual meeting of the Medical Library Associa- 
tion was held in Toronto, Canada, June 15-19. Miss Marian A, 
Patterson, Librarian of the Toronto Academy of Medicine, was 
the Convention Chairman and responsible for the excellent 
arrangements. There were 333 librarians registered for this 
year's conference, which was preceded on June 13 by a series 
of Refresher Courses in Medical Library Practice. The open- 
ing sessions of the convention, as well as_ the Annual Ban- 
quet, at which Dr. William Boyd gave a delightful talk "0n 
Words," were marked by somewhat more formality than is con- 
mon south of the border; the Mayor of Toronto, the Lieuten- 
ant Governor of the Province of Ontario, officials of the 
Canadian Medical Association, the Canadian Library Associa- 
tion, and the Toronto Academy of Medicine all participated 
in the warm welcome given to the delegates. 

Program meetings reviewed Canada's contributions to 
medical progress; a panel discussion on "The Medical Editor, 
Author, and Librarian as a Team" was well received. Miss 
Gertrude Annan (New York Academy of Medicine) presided at a 
symposium on "Co-operative Control of Library Resources," in 
which the participants were Wesley Draper (Medical Society 
of the County of Kings), Ralph T.Esterquest (Harvard), Erich 
Meyerhoff (New York State University, Downstate Medical Cen- 
ter), Marie Harvin (National Library of Medicine), and Wini- 
fred Sewell (Squibb Institute). 

President Isabelle T. Anderson (Denver Medical Society) 
turned over her office to incoming President Mildred M. Jor- 
dan (Emory University). Secretary Nettie A. Mehne (Upjohn 
Company) and Treasurer M. Doreen E. Fraser (University of 
British Columbia) were returned to office. The new officers 
elected were Vice-President and President-Elect Robert T. 
Lentz (Jefferson Medical College), Honorary Vice-President 
Dr. W. Clarke Wescoe (University of Kansas). New members of 
the Board of Directors are Gilbert J. Clausman (New York 
University) and Bernice M. Hetzner (University of Nebraska). 

The next convention of the Association will be held in 
Kansas City May 16-20, 1960. Mr. G. S. T. Cavanagh will be 
the Convention Chairman. 


ARL MEETING 


The Association of Research Libraries met in Washington 
on June 21, 1959. The afternoon session was devoted to dis- 
cussion of "The Role of the Research Library in Supporting 
the Expanding Scientific Research and Development Program of 
the United States." Dr. Burton W. Adkinson of the National 
Science Foundation provided a working paper and Dr. Frank B. 
Rogers led the discussion. 
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AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION MEETING 


Almost 6,000 librarians attended the annual meeting of 
the American Library Association in Washington, June 22-26. 
On the opening evening a reception was held at the Library 
of Congress; during the week the National Library of Medi- 
cine and other libraries in the area held open house. It 
was a pleasure to welcome many friends from all parts of the 
country. 

Outgoing President Emerson Greenaway (Free Library of 
Philadelphia) relinquished his office to incoming President 
Benjamin E. Powell (Duke University). The 1960 meeting of 
the A.L.A. is to be held in Montreal. 


THIRD EDITION, UNION LIST OF SERIALS 


On June 4 Mr. Verner W. Clapp, President of the Council 
on Library Resources, Inc., announced a grant of $244,651 to 
the Joint Committee on the Union List of Serials which will 
make possible the third -- and final -- edition of the Union 
List of Serials in Libraries in the United States and Canada. 
The Joint Committee is a non-profit group representing all 
segments of library work in the United States; the Medical 
Library Association representative, Dr. Frank B. Rogers, is 
Chairman of the Joint Committee, and its other officers are 
Mr. Wyllis E. Wright (Bibliographical Society of America) 
and Mr. Herman H. Henkle (Association of Research Libraries). 
The project, which will require three years for completion, 
will be carried out for the Joint Committee by the Library 
of Congress under the supervision of Mr. John W. Cronin, 
Director of the Processing Department. 

In 30 years the Union List has gone through two editions 
and is about to go into a third, and its publication has re- 
quired the production of enormous volumes which increased 
over the period from some 2,500 to some 5,000 pages at costs 
which have more than doubled with each edition. It has been 
obvious for some time that this series could not be indefi- 
nitely continued; some other method of producing the princi- 
pal record of serials had to be found. The Joint Committee 
on the Union List of Serials, which was established to study 
this problem, has now proposed a two-pronged solution. This 
solution provides that a Third Edition of the Union List 
will cumulate the information regarding serials up to 1950, 
while the record beyond 1950 will be continued through the 
monthly-cumulative publication known as New Serial Titles. 

The grant now made to the Joint Committee provides for 
the consolidation in one alphabet, principally through the 











| cumulation of data already printed, of available information 
) tegarding holdings by U.S. and Canadian libraries of serials 
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which commenced publication prior to 1950. Part of this ip 
formation will be taken directly from the Second Edition of 
the Union List and its two Supplements. Titles which haye 
not previously appeared in the Union List will be assembleg 
from the National Union Catalog, the Southeastern Suppl 

to the Union List of Serials, and reports from participating 
libraries. These titles, estimated at 15,000 in number, wil] 
be listed in a checking edition which will be sent to some 
500 libraries. The holdings reported as a result will be 
added to the main file as copy for the Third Edition of the 
Union List. 

It is expected that the work will be ready for printing 
some time in 1961, and at that time a publisher will be se 
lected. It is hoped that the work may issue from the press 
during 1962. An edition of 2,500 copies is contemplated, 
and it is expected that the selling price to libraries will 
be approximately $50. 

Meanwhile, as the second prong of its continuing solu. 
tion to the record of serials, the Joint Committee proposes 
to promote, as a cooperative project of the library world, 
the completeness and utility of the publication New Serial 
Titles, issued by the Library of Congress. 








NEW INDEX MEDICUS 


It has been previously announced (NLM NEWS, June 1958, 
and the article by Seymour I. Taine, “New Program for Index 
ing at the National Library of Medicine," published in the 
Bulletin of the Medical Library Association, 47: 117-23, 
April 1959) that the Current List of Medical Literature will 
appear in a new format beginning with the issue for January 
1960, as the result of the use of new mechanical systems of 
composition. 








The American Medical Association and the National Li- 
brary of Medicine are now preparing a joint announcement, 
soon to be released, of the details of an agreement whereby, 
beginning in January 1960, the NLM's monthly index will ap 
pear under the title INDEX MEDICUS, and issues will be pub- 
lished twelve times a year. At the end of 1960 the American 
Medical Association will publish a cumulation of this mate 
rial under the title CUMULATED INDEX MEDICUS. 


The August issue of the NLM NEWS will be devoted toé 
full explanation of the new arrangement. 
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